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Knowledge Organiser: English Year 8 ‘Success’ Stories, exploring the rise and fall of ambitious figures. 

Key Vocabulary
Connotation- an idea or feeling which a word 
invokes for a person
Ambitions- a strong desire to do or achieve 
something.
Conventions- a way in which something is 
usually done.
Prosperous- Successful in material terms; 
flourishing financially.
Empowerment- Authority or power given to 
someone to do something.
Inclusivity- The practice or policy of providing 
equal access to opportunities and resources for 
people who might otherwise be excluded or
marginalized,
Distortion- A misleading impression.
Satire- The use of humor, irony or exaggeration
Social Responsibility- Acting in the best 
interests of others. 
Stereotype - A fixed image or assumption of a 
person/thing 
Duplicitous – somebody who has two sides to 
their personality
Deceitful – somebody who deceives and 
misleads others 

.  
Transactional writing;

A- Alliteration

F- Forest

O- Opinion

R- Rhetorical question/ Repetition

E- Emotive Language

S- Statistic

T- Three (power of three) 

SPAG

PATHOS
Emotions/Values

Your writing must contain moving 
language, stories and appeals to 

the audience.

LOGOS
Logic/Reason

Your writing must be logically 
structured and contain factual 

information as proof.

ETHOS
Credibility/Trust

Your writing must present 
you as an expert on the topic 

with similar beliefs to your 
audience.

Analyse how people have risen to 
success through financial gain, 
personal ambition and  social 
influence and how they have 

fallen

Forms: letter, 
biographical, 

report, 
expository, 

transactional, 
news article. 

SPAG Term Definition

Modal Verbs These are verbs that indicate likelihood, 
ability, permission or obligation. 
(should/would/could)

Subordinate 
conjunction

A subordinate conjunction joins two ideas 
or clauses in a sentence. 
(after/although/if/because)

Expanded 
noun phrase

An expanded noun phrase tells you more 
about the noun (The scary beast)

Possessive 
apostrophe

An apostrophe can be used to show that 
one thing belongs to or is connected to 
something.

Relative 
Clause

A relative clause adds to a sentence by 
using a pronoun (who, that, which, where, 
when, whose)
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Knowledge Organiser:  ENGLISH YEAR 8  MACBETH – OUR LITERARY HERITAGE LA

SHAKESPEARE’S LIFE
• BORN IN STRATFORD UPON AVON  1564
• DIED 1614 
• EDUCATED STRATFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL
• MARRIED TO ANN HATHAWAY
• THEY HAD THREE CHILDREN – HAMNET,JUDITH,SUSAN
• FATHER WAS A GLOVEMAKER-GUILDSMAN
• MAIN THEATRE WAS THE GLOBE IN LONDON
• SHAKESPEARE WROTE 37 PLAYS & 154 SONNETS
• GENRE OF PLAYS = TRAGEDY, HISTORY, COMEDY
• MAIN PLAYWRIGHT RIVALS WERE CHRISTOPHER 

MARLOWE, BEN JONSON, THOMAS KYD
• SHAKESPEARE’S THEATRE COMPANY WAS CALLED THE 

LORD CHAMBERLAIN’S MEN

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
• SHAKESPEARE’S WRITING CAREER SPANNED THE 

ELIZABETHAN AGE (LAST OF THE TUDORS) AND THE 
JACOBEAN AGE (FIRST OF THE HOUSE OF STUART).

• ELIZABETH WAS A PROTESTANT QUEEN
• SHAKESPEARE WROTE PLAYS FOR QUEEN ELIZABETH I 

AND JAMES I
• ELIZABETHAN BELIEFS CENTRED AROUND THE GREAT 

CHAIN OF BEING & A SPECIFIED ORDER  OF LIFE
• JAMES 1 BELIEVED IN THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS
• JAMES 1 WROTE A BOOK ABOUT WITCHCRAFT CALLED 

‘DAEMONOLOGIE’
• GUY FAWKES ATTEMPTED TO ASSASSINATE JAMES 1
• JAMES 1 WROTE A VERSION OF THE BIBLE
• JAMES 1 WAS A PROTESTANT KING

SHAKESPEARE’S METHODS & LITERARY DEVICES
• SOLILOQUY
• MONOLOGUE
• PROLOGUE/EPILOGUE
• IAMBIC PENTAMETER & RHYMING COUPLETS
• PROTAGONIST/ANTAGONIST
• HERMATICA
• DRAMATIC IRONY
• SIMILE/METAPHOR
• ANTONYMS/CONTRAST
• MAJOR/MINOR SCENES
• 5 ACT STRUCTURE
• MOTIF & IMAGERY- LIGHT & DARKNESS, GOOD & EVIL
• METAPHYSICAL & SUPERNATURAL
• FREYTAG’S NARRATIVE STRUCTURE – SINGLE PLOT ONLY

THEMES IN MACBETH
AMBITION  Macbeth is driven by ambition – he’s willing to 
kill Duncan to become King and he’ll do anything to keep 
the crown.
LOYALTY & BETRAYAL  Duncan trusts the wrong people. 
Macbeth doesn’t trust anyone. Malcolm is very careful 
about who he trusts.
THE SUPERNATURAL  The evil witches manipulate 
Macbeth. Ghostly visions drive him and his wife mad with 
guilt.
FATE & FREE WILL The play explores the idea of-self-
fulfilling prophecy. It’s unclear whether Macbeth has 
control over his fate.

SHAKESPEARE’S MESSAGE TO THE AUDIENCE

• REGICIDE (KILLING THE MONARCH) IS NOT ACCEPTABLE
• MEN SHOULD CONTROL THEIR HOUSE & WIFE
• WOMEN ARE NOT TO BE TRUSTED
• LIVE LIFE TO CHRISTIAN VALUES
• RESPECT THE MONARCH  AS GOD’S HOLY 

REPRESENTATIVE ON EARTH
• KEEP TO YOUR PLACE IN THE GREAT CHAIN OF BEING –

DO NOT BE AMBITIOUS
• DO NOT DO ANYTHING UNGODLY

CHARACTERS 
IN 

MACBETH

THE 
THREE 
WITCHES

MACBETH
Thane of 
Glamis

LADY 
MACBETH
Wife of 
Macbeth

KING 
DUNCAN
King of 
Scotland

MALCOLM
Son of 
Duncan

BANQUO
Scottish 
General

FLEANCE
Banquo’s 
son

MACDUFF 
Thane of 
Fife

LADY 
MACDUFF

THE 
PORTER AT 
MACBETH’S 
CASTLE

LENNOX & 
ROSSE
Scottish 
Nobles
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Knowledge Organiser:  ENGLISH YEAR 8 MACBETH HA 
BECKFOOT UPPER HEATON    MACBETH KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER  William Shakespeare 1606 
 
 
 

 

Characters  Themes  Context 
Macbeth Is considered a hero at the beginning of the play. Gets promoted from Thane of Glamis 

to Thane of Cawdor and eventually King. Is ambitious and manipulated by his wife. 
 Ambition Macbeth allows his ambition to overwhelm him and becomes 

a murderer. LM is affected by the guilt of her actions caused 
by her ambition.  

 Witchcraft  People believed in witches and bad events were blamed on women 
who were considered to be witches. They were also tested in this 
time and KJ was superstitious about them.  

Lady 
Macbeth 

Is manipulative and does not follow the stereotypical Jacobean woman of this time. Is 
presented as strong at the beginning of the text and weak at the end when she becomes 
insane because of how guilty she feels.  

 Fate Macbeth puts himself in the position of having to master fate 
always and struggles against parts of the witches’ 
prophecies that do not benefit him. 

 King 
James I 

Ordered huge witch hunts (bigger than ever seen before) in 
Scotland. He also survived an assassination attempt.  

King Duncan Is the King of Scotland at the beginning of the play. He is murdered by Macbeth after 
Lady Macbeth persuades him to so he can get the throne. 

 Guilt Macbeth feels guilt early on whilst LM becomes guilty later 
on which leads to her increasing lack of sanity. 

 Monarchy His mother was known as an incompetent ruler and KJ was 
constantly worried, when he become King of England, that people 
would rebel and overthrow him. 

Banquo Macbeth’s best friend. Is ordered to be and is murdered by Macbeth as he poses as a 
threat to Macbeth’s chances of becoming King. Macbeth loses trust in Banquo because 
he was present when Macbeth saw the witches. Appears as a ghost at the banquet after 
his murder.  

 The 
Supernatural 

The witches are a clear image, as well as Macbeth 
disrupting the social and political order by killing KD. Also 
raging storms are presented mirroring Macbeth& LM’s acts. 

 Key Terminology 

Fleance Banquo’s son. Ordered to be killed by Macbeth as he is a threat to Macbeth becoming 
King, however, Fleance escapes from the murderers. Foreshadowed that Fleance is a 
light for Scotland and Fleance will be the first King (in the witches’ predictions) who will 
start the line of descendants.  

 Power Macbeth deeply desires power. Macbeth abuses his power 
when he is King to avoid any threats. Lady Macbeth also 
desires power which is not considered a traditional trait for a 
woman of this time.  

 Hubris Excessive pride or self-confidence. Seen in the character of 
Macbeth especially when the witches give the last prophecies. 
Macbeth becomes arrogant until he realises that Macduff was 
not ‘born of woman’. 

Macduff Soldier, Thane of Fife and Macbeth’s rival. Grows suspicious of Macbeth after KD’s 
murder. Forms an army with Malcolm in England and kills Macbeth at the end; a figure of 
mortality. 

 Violence Macbeth commits violence from the beginning and continues 
to do so until violence is all he has left. 

 Hamartia Fatal flaw. Macbeth’s is unchecked ambition (also Lady 
Macbeth) as well as desire for power and position, as well as 
King.  

Lady 
Macduff 

Macduff’s wife. Is murdered along with her son after Macduff flees.  Masculinity 
vs Femininity 

Many questions around manhood towards Macbeth and 
Macduff from their wives because of their decisions.  

 Tyrant A cruel and oppressive ruler. Macbeth becomes this by the end 
of the play.  

Malcolm King Duncan’s son. Flees to England after he is killed. Represents order and once that is 
restored at the end of the play, he becomes King. 

 Loyalty Macbeth is loyal to KD at the beginning and those who were 
loyal to Macbeth change side later in the play.  

 Treason The crime of betraying one’s country, especially by attempting to 
kill/overthrow the monarchy or Government. 

  Betrayal Being disloyal to a person/ group/ one’s country.  

Donalbain King Duncan’s other son who flees to Ireland after King Duncan is killed.                                                    Key Quotes  

The Witches The three witches open the play and later meet Macbeth with prophecies, which impacts 
Macbeth’s life. The witches guide Macbeth on the path of his own destruction. 

 Fair is foul, 
and foul is fair. 

Foreshadowing that people who are seen as good will turn 
evil (Macbeth) and situations seen as good will be bad 
(prophecies). Warns the reader to not trust expectations. 

Are you a man? LM questions Macbeth’s manhood as he hallucinates as 
sees Banquo’s ghost and then becomes hysterical. This 
comment contrasts to what women were like at this time. 

Hecate Known as the Head Witch or Goddess of Witchcraft; Hecate is in charge of the three 
witches. She is angry at the three witches but also hints at Macbeth’s downfall at the end 
of the scene she appears in. 

 His mother’s 
womb 
untimely 
ripped 

Means Macduff can kill Macbeth based on the prophecy as he 
was born by c-section.  

Look like the 
innocent flower but 
be the serpent 
under it. 

LM tells Macbeth he must appear to be innocent, kind and 
polite but must deceive the others so he is not suspected. 
Also has religion connotations to Garden of Eden.  

Ross and 
Lennox 

Ross is Macbeth’s cousin who, with Lennox, is a Scottish noble. Lennox questions 
Macbeth and Ross eventually turns his back on Macbeth and sides with Malcolm and 
Macduff.  

 Is this a 
dagger which I 
see before 
me? 

Macbeth is unsure on whether to murder KD. He begins to 
hallucinate and comments on the wickedness of the world 
before being interrupted by the ringing of the bell. 

All hail Macbeth, 
that shalt be King 
hereafter! 

The witches predict that Macbeth will become King. This 
starts Macbeth’s downfall and ambition for the throne.  

Macdonwald Leader of rebel forces and is killed by Macbeth. Macbeth is praised when Macdonwald is 
defeated.  

 Out damned 
spot! Out I 
say! 

The blood on LM’s hands will not wash off. Is a motif as 
connects to Macbeth saying the ocean could not wash off 
KD’s blood after the murder. 

(looking at his 
hands) this is a 
sorry sight. 

Macbeth shows guilt and remorse for his actions. LM only 
finds this comment from Macbeth ‘foolish’.  

Siward  King Duncan’s brother and leads the English army against Macbeth. His army 
distinguishes itself s Birnam Wood. He is a proud father and declares his approval when 
his son dies in battle.  

 I am afraid to 
think what I 
have done. 

Represents guilt but also Macbeth’s downfall as he continues 
to kill later in the play. His loyalty for KD and others has been 
shattered. 

Wash this blood 
clean from my 
hand. 

Foreshadows that LM will be overwhelmed with guilt and 
see the blood on her hands as Macbeth does here after 
the murder of KD. 

Plot  Unsex me 
here. 

Lady Macbeth wants to be stripped of female weakness and 
given the strength of man. 

Don’t shake thy 
gory locks at me. 

Shows the true mental state Macbeth is in. Also shows 
guilt and remorse for Banquo’s murder  

Act 1 The play opens with the three witches gathering and planning to meet Macbeth. Meanwhile, King Duncan it told about how brave Macbeth has been and has been victorious in the fight against the rebel forces led by Macdonwald. The rebellious Thane of Cawdor has been captured and is sentenced to 
death- KD decides Macbeth will be Thane of Cawdor. The witches meet again and tell Macbeth’s future- he will become Thane of Cawdor and then King. They tell Banquo that his children will be kings. Macbeth demands to know more but the witches vanish and Ross and Angus arrive to tell Macbeth his 
new title. He then realises that to become king, King Duncan has to die. KD announces Malcolm will inherit the throne when he dies- this sows the first seed into Macbeth’s head about how to become King. Macbeth writes a letter from Macbeth about his encounter with the witches but she fears he is too 
kind to get the throne; when Macbeth comes home they hatch a plan. KD later arrives at Macbeth’s castle and that night Lady Macbeth continues to goad and persuade Macbeth into killing the King. 

Act 2 The night of the murder, Banquo and Fleance unexpectedly meet Macbeth. They are surprised to see him and Banquo gives Macbeth a diamond from King Duncan for Lady Macbeth to thank her for her hospitality. Banquo tells Macbeth he dreamt of the 3 witches but Macbeth lies and says he hasn’t 
even thought of them. Alone, Macbeth hallucinates and sees a vision of a bloody dagger. He hears a bell ring and goes off to kill KD. Lady Macbeth waits for Macbeth to return and reassures herself that she drugged the guard’s wine so they will not wake up. Macbeth returns and is alarmed - he has 
heard a noise. Lady Macbeth realises that he has brought the daggers back and when Macbeth insists he can’t go back to plant the knives on the guards, she goes instead. Whilst she is gone, Macbeth hears knocking and when she comes back, she scolds him for his cowardice and insists they go to 
bed. The porter opens the door to Macduff and Lennox who are to meet with King Duncan.  Macbeth takes Macduff to the chambers and they discover King Duncan is dead. They scream murder, which wakes the rest of the household. Macbeth explains that he killed the guards in anger and when 
Macduff questions him Lady Macbeth faints as a distraction.  

Act 3 Macbeth grows concerned about Banquo as the witches’ prophecy said that Banquo’s descendants will be Kings. Macbeth hires two murderers to kill Banquo and Fleance. Lady Macbeth is unaware of these plans. The murderers kill Banquo but Fleance escapes. At the celebratory banquet, Macbeth 
hallucinates and sees Banquo’s ghost sending him into a frenzy of terror. Lady Macbeth tries to cover up his odd behaviour, but the banquet comes to a premature end and guests begin to question Macbeth’s sanity. Macbeth then decides he must revisit the witches to look into the future once more. 
Meanwhile, Macbeth’s thanes begin to turn against him and Macduff meets Malcolm in England to form an army against Macbeth.  

Act 4 The witches show Macbeth three apparitions. The first warns him against Macduff; the second tell shim to fear no man born of woman and the third says he will fall only when Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane castle. Macbeth believes he is almost untouchable but when he asks the witches if Banquo’s 
prophecy will come true they show him a procession of eight kinds, all of whom look like Banquo. Meanwhile, Malcolm tests Macduff’s loyalty and the two strategise against Macbeth. Back in Scotland, Macbeth has Macduff’s wife and children murdered.  

Act 5 Lady Macbeth is suffering form sleepwalking and a doctor comes to observe her symptoms. She unwittingly reveals her guilt as she says she can’t wash her hands clean of bloodstains. Macbeth is too busy dealing with battle preparations to pay much heed to her dreams and expresses anger when the 
doctor says he can’t cure her. As the English army approaches, Lady Macbeth commits suicide. When Macbeth hears of this, he says she should have died at a future date. Macbeth still believes, because of the witches, that he is impregnable to the army but Malcolm has instructed each soldier to cut a 
tree brand from Birnham wood and hold it up as disguise. Therefore, Macbeth’s servant reports that Birnham wood is moving to the castle and Macbeth becomes worried but still engages the oncoming army. In the battle, Macbeth kills Young Siward and then battles Macduff where Macduff tells Macbeth 
he is not born of woman and kills Macbeth and decapitates him. Malcolm is then proclaimed the new king of Scotland.  
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Maths Knowledge Organiser: Y8 HT5

UNIT 5F – EQUATIONS, INEQUALITIES AND SEQUENCES

EQUATIONS- Videos 217

Key Vocabulary

1 Equation is an expression equaling 

another. Eg) 3b + 2 = 2d

2 Substitution Replace letters with numbers.

3 Formulae Show the relationship between 

two or more variables

4 Inverse The reverse of something else.

Vocabulary

INEQUALITIES- Videos 266/267/268

SOLVING INEQUALITIES- Videos 269/270/271/272USING FORMULAE- Videos 287
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Science Knowledge Organiser: Y8 HT5

Part 2 – Matter

Key content: Key words:
Key term Definition

alkali metals The elements in the left column of the Periodic Table including lithium, sodium, and potassium. Also called Group 1.

atom The smallest part of an element that can exist.

carbonate
A compound that includes carbon and oxygen atoms, as well as a metal element. There are three atoms of oxygen for every one 

atom of carbon. 

chemical formula A formula that shows the elements present in a compound and their relative proportions.

chemical properties Features of the way a substance reacts with other substances.

chemical symbol A one- or two-letter code for an element that is used by scientists in all countries.

compound Pure substances made up of atoms of two or more elements, strongly joined together.

element(s)
Substances that all other materials are made up of, and which contain only one type of atom. An element cannot be broken down

into other substances.

group A column of the Periodic Table. The elements in a group have similar properties.

Group 0
Group 0 is on the right side of the Periodic Table. Group 0 elements include helium, neon, argon, and krypton. Also called the noble 

gases.

Group 1 The elements in the left column of the Periodic Table, including lithium, sodium, and potassium. Also called the alkali metals.

Group 7
Group 7 is second from the right of the Periodic Table. Group 7 elements include fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine. Also known 

as the halogens.

halogen
The name for elements in the group that is second from the right of the Periodic Table. Halogens include fluorine, chlorine, bromine, 

and iodine. Also known as the Group 7 elements.

hydroxide
A compound that includes hydrogen and oxygen atoms, as well as a metal element. There is one atom of oxygen for everyone atom

of hydrogen.

molecule
A group of two or more (up to thousands) atoms strongly joined together. Most non-metal elements exist either as small or giant 

molecules.

natural polymer A polymer made by plants or animals. Examples include starch, wool, cotton, and rubber.

nitrate (chemistry)
A compound that includes nitrogen and oxygen atoms, as well as a metal element. There are three atoms of oxygen for every one

atom of nitrogen.

noble gases
The name for elements in the group on the right of the Periodic Table. Noble gases include helium, neon, argon, and krypton. Also 

known as the Group 0 elements.

period A row of the Periodic Table. There are trends in the properties of the elements across a period. 

Periodic table A table which shows all the elements arranged in columns and rows. Elements with similar properties are grouped together.

physical properties Features of a substance that can be observed without changing the substance itself. 

polymer
A molecule made by joining up thousands of smaller molecules in a repeating pattern. Plastics are synthetic polymers, and starch is a 

natural polymer.

sulfate A compound that includes sulfur and oxygen atoms. There are four atoms of oxygen for every one atom of sulfur.

synthetic polymer A polymer made by people, often in a factory. Examples include poly(ethene) and poly(propene).

trend A pattern in properties, such as an increase or decrease.

unreactive Elements that take part in few chemical reactions are unreactive.
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Science Knowledge Organiser: Y8 HT5

Part 2 – Reactions

Key content: Key words:
Key term Definition

balanced symbol 

equation

In a balanced symbol equation, chemical formulae represent the reactants and products. The 

equation shows how many atoms are rearranged and joined together differently, and gives 

the relative amounts of reactants and products.

catalyst Substances that speed up chemical reactions but are unchanged at the end.

catalytic converter
A part of a car between the engine and exhaust pipe that converts harmful substances made 

in the engine into less harmful ones.

chemical bond Force that holds atoms together in molecules.

chemical reaction
A change in which a new substance is formed. In a chemical reaction, atoms are rearranged 

and joined together differently.

combustion
A chemical reaction in which a substance reacts quickly with oxygen and gives out light and 

heat. Also called burning. 

conservation of mass
In a chemical reaction, the total mass of reactants is equal to the total mass of products. This 

is conservation of mass. Mass is conserved in chemical reactions and in physical changes.

conserved When the quantity of something does not change after a process takes place.

decomposition A chemical reaction in which a compound breaks down to form more than one product. 

endothermic reaction
An endothermic reaction takes in energy, usually as heat. In other words, it transfers energy 

from the surroundings. 

energy level diagram
Diagram showing the relative energies of the reactants and products. It shows whether a 

reaction is endothermic or exothermic.

exothermic reaction
An exothermic reaction gives out energy, usually as heat or light. In other words, it transfers 

energy to the surroundings.

fossil fuel
A fuel made from the remains of animals and plants that died millions of years ago. Fossil 

fuels include coal, oil, and natural gas.

fuel A substance that stores energy in a chemical store which it can release as heat.

non-renewable
Energy resources that have a limited supply and that cannot be replaced within a short 

timeframe.

physical change
One that changes the physical properties of a substance, but no new substance is formed. A 

physical change is reversible.

products
Substances that are formed in a chemical reaction, shown on the right of the arrow in a 

chemical equation.

reactants Substances that react together, shown on the left of the arrow in a chemical equation.

renewable A fuel that can be easily replaced within a short timeframe.

thermal decomposition
A chemical reaction in which a compound breaks down on heating to form more than one 

product.
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Physical features of the Horn of Africa

Physical features – features of the Horn of Africa controlled 
by climate and geological processes.

Climate of Africa

Weather Day to day conditions in the atmosphere 
e.g rainy.

Climate Atmospheric conditions over a long 
period of time.

The climate zones and biomes of Africa have evolved as a 
repeated pattern north and south of the Equator. This 
pattern has developed due to the interactions of the 
atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere. 

Biomes in Africa

Tropical 
rainforest

Located on the equator – this area 
receives the most direct heat from the 
sun – the sunlight heats the moist air 
here which rises, cools and condenses 
forming rain clouds – the rain allows the 
vegetation to grow.

Savannah Located between the equator and tropics 
– this area has a wet season and a dry 
season – there is limited vegetation here 
because of the limited rain.

Deserts Located on the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn – Hot and dry receiving very 
little to no rainfall. There is very little 
vegetation.

The Horn of Africa 

This figure shows the biomes across the continent of Africa 
on the left. On the right Is a diagram of how the air causes 

the formation of the different Biomes.

There is high and low 
lying land in the Horn 
of Africa. The low lying 
land is mainly in the 
east and south east of 
the country and covers 
most of the country of 
Somalia. The highland 
is located in Ethiopia, 
Djibouti and Eritrea. 

Temperatures in the Horn 
of Africa are higher in low 
lying land, particularly 
along the coast. The 
highest temperatures (30°c

-35°c) are in Somalia and 
the coasts of Eritrea and 
Djibouti. The lowest 
temperatures (10°c - 15°c) 
are in the highlands of 
Ethiopia.

Rainfall in the Horn of 
Africa is higher in the 
highlands in Ethiopia and 
the southern coast of 
Somalia (2000-3000mm). 
The lowest levels of rainfall 
are received in central and 
north eastern Somalia as 
well as eastern low lying 
Ethiopia and the northern 
coastline of Eritrea and 
Djibouti (0-200mm).

Population in the 
horn of Africa is 
unevenly distributed. 
The highest 
population are found 
in western Ethiopia 
and the northern 
coast of Somalia. The 
lowest population is 
located in the desert 
areas.

This map shows the countries 
in the Horn of Africa.

Volcanoes in the Horn of Africa

Tectonic plates The Earth’s crust is separated into plates which move. When the plates move, 
they cause volcanoes and earthquakes.

The East Africa Rift Valley formed 
because the Nubian plate and 

the Somali plate began to move 
apart.

This left a crack in the earths 
crust called a rift valley.

Today, this rift is a large rift in 
the landscape of Africa but in 
future, this rift will fill up with 

water and become a sea.
Part of the rift has already filled 
with water, this is the Red Sea. 

The diagram shows 
a cross section of 
the earth to show 
what is happening 
in the East African 

Rift Valley.

Countries in the Horn of Africa

Country Population HDI

Somalia 15 million 0.4

Ethiopia 109 million 0.47

Eritrea 3.5 million 0.35

Djibouti 994,000 0.49
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Salt Mining in the Danakil Depression

Development in the Horn of Africa compared with other 
countries within Africa

Ethiopia Somalia Eritrea Djibouti Nigeria South 
Africa

Birth rate 32.1 41.8 29.6 21.2 37.2 19.9

Infant 
mortality

41 78.7 31.6 51.5 59.1 25.7

Life 
expectancy

65.5 55.4 65 63.8 54.8 64.1

Literacy 
rate

51.7 49.7 67.8 57 62 87

GNI US$ 850 130 567 354O 2030 6040

HDI 0.47 0.4 0.35 0.49 0.53 0.7

Urbanisation in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Urbanisation An increase in the percentage of a countries 
population living in urban areas.

Addis Ababa is the capital city of Ethiopia. Since 1950 the population of the city 
increased from 400,000 people to 4.5 million people. Lets have a look at the push and 
pull factors for Addis Ababa

Pull factors Push Factors

Addis Ababa is home to 4.5 million people 
speaking 80 languages.

80% of the population of Addis Ababa live 
in slums.

Life expectancy in all of Ethiopia is 45 but 
in Addis Ababa it is increased to 64.

25% of those living in the slums have no 
access to toilets.

Addis Ababa is the meeting place for the 
55 countries of the African Union.

35% of properties in Ethiopia only have 
one room.

The River Bulbula and the River Akiki flow 
through the city supplying the city with 
water.

Due to poor sanitation systems, diseases 
such as cholera and typhoid are spread 
easily.

Bole International Airport is located in 
Addis Ababa which has ~12 million 
passengers a year.

23% of women in Addis Ababa are 
illiterate and only 22% of women 
complete primary school.

Nomadic life in Somalia

Nomads People that travel from place to 
place to find fresh land for their 
animals and have no permanent 
homes.

Nomads breed and look after 
animals like cows and goats. They 
eat the produce but also sell it for 
money. Children attend school in 
the morning and tend animals in 
the afternoon.

Nomads live very basic lives with no 
electricity or sanitation systems. They 
depend on finding natural water 
sources and cook on fires. Each day, 
women spend a large proportion of 
time finding water.

When travelling Nomads use camels 
to carry everything. Sometimes, too 
many nomads travel to one place and 
fight over land.

There are at least 10 million nomads in 
the horn of Africa – over half of which 
live in Somalia (1/3 of the population).

Coffee farming in Ethiopia

25 million 
people 
across the 
world in 56 
countries 
make an 
income 
from 
coffee 
farming. 12 
million of 
these 
people in 
26 of the 
countries 
are in 
Africa. 

The 
industry is 
worth $1.8 
billion in 
Africa and 
$100 
billion in to 
the rest of 
the world.

The Danakil depression, 
is a 200km by 50km area 
in Ethiopia, covered in
salt flats, volcanoes and 
sulphur fields. 

It is swelteringly hot, 
temperatures are on 
average 34 degrees Celsius 
and at times climb to 50 
degrees. Over 1.3 million 
tonnes are extracted a year 
and sold worldwide.

The salt mines located in Lake 
Afar, which forms part of the 
depression, stretch some 60 
square km and go down to 
300 feet below sea level.
Salt is exported out of the 
region by 2000 Camels and 
1000 Donkeys each day.

Life by the coast in Somalia

Due to the climate, most of 
the population live by the 
coast. The most common 
employment is fishing.

Somalia has a population of 11 million 
people. The majority of people in Somalia 
are Muslim and speak Somali and Arabic. 
Somalia is one of the least developed 
countries in the world. 73% of people live 
in poverty and earn $2 a day and the life 
expectancy is only 56 years.

Somalia’s government is extremely 
ineffective. They collect no taxes so cannot 
provide services e.g. education. Somalia has 
also been rocked by civil wars and conflicts 
so life is very hard! Somaliland in the north 
is an area that essentially runs separately 
from the rest of the country and piracy is 
common. The EU and US have positioned 
Navy ships in the area to help reduce crime.
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Religion and Science Knowledge Organiser – Year 8 HT5 

Christian  views on creation
-God created the universe
in 6 days & rested on the 7th. 

(Genesis)
- God Produced an environment on 

the earth which is perfectly suited for human 
life. 
-Because God made the earth, the earth 
belongs to God. 
-As everything has been made by God, the 
whole environment must be respected by 
humans. 
-The environment is a gift from God to humans 
and so must be treated with care.
- God created the environment as something 

that is good, therefore Christians have a duty to 
preserve the environment and make sure that 
it continues to be what God intended it to be

Muslim views on creation
-The Universe and everything in it was 
created by Allah as a place perfectly suited 
for human life.
- It was created by one God so unity in all of 
creation. 
-Balance in the universe which is revealed in 
this unity and the Qur’an.
-As everything has been made by God, the 
whole environment must be respected by 
humans.
-The environment is a gift from God to 
humans and so must be treated with care.
-There is unity and balance in creation, 
therefore Muslims have a duty to preserve 
the environment and make sure that it 
continues to be what God intended it to be.

Scientific theory  on creation
-Time and space started with a small ball of 
infinite density – a singularity.

-The singularity exploded – the Big Bang. It let 
loose a huge amount of energy which travelled 
away from it. 

-As the energy expanded, the amount of space 
got bigger and bigger. Particles of energy came 
together to form matter – the gasses and 
liquids and solids that make up the universe. 

How does religion inspire environmental action?
-Many religious people believed in a God who created a 
the world. God created it and gave it as a gift and so it 
needs to be looked after. 
-Many believe that humans are caretakers of the world 
for example. Christians, Muslims and Jewish people 
believe they were given an instruction by God to be 
‘stewards of the world’.

-Other religions believe the word should be looked after 
because the essence of God is within all of the nature. 
-Many believe caring for the world is an act of worship 
and they will receive reward in the afterlife for doing so. 

-Every religion has groups who have the environment as 
their focus. They believe that action needs to be taken 
now as the planet is really suffering. 

Stewardship 
The idea of stewardship of, or responsibility for 
, the environment is a key factor in all religions. 
This is especially true now as the concern for 
the planet grows. 

Taking care of the environment 

The Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) was founded in 1995 by Prince Philip. It is a 
charity that helps the major religions of the world to develop their own environmental 
programmes based on their own core teachings, beliefs and practices. 

Friends of 
Vrindavan -FoV

Vrindavan is a Hindu 
place of pilgrimage 
in Northern India.

Increasing numbers 
of visitors put 
pressure on the city, 
rubbish piled up and 
forests cut down.

FoV was set up in 
1997 as a 
community initiative 
aimed at restoring 
the environment.

Buddhism- One 
Earth Sangha

Christianity –Green 
Christmas

Islam-Islamic 
Foundation for 
Ecology and 
Environmental 
Sciences 

Sikhism – EcoSikh

Friends of 
Vrindavan -FoV

Vrindavan is a Hindu 
place of pilgrimage 
in Northern India.

Increasing numbers 
of visitors put 
pressure on the city, 
rubbish piled up and 
forests cut down.

FoV was set up in 
1997 as a 
community initiative 
aimed at restoring 
the environment 
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Science Knowledge and facts based on the natural and physical nature of the world. Duty A legal or moral obligation and responsibility.

Religion A belief system followed by a group of people. Pilgrimage A religious journey to a place of religious importance.

Universe All existing matter and space (also known as the cosmos). Environment Everything around us, living and non living; especially nature.

Origins The beginning of everything. Khalifah Duty to look after the plant ( Islam)

Creation How the world began. Krishna An avatar of Vishnu; Vishnu heard the cries of humans suffering and 

incarnated as Krishna in order to help them. 

Scientific truth Truths reached through scientific experiment and research. Pilgrimage Spiritually motivated journey to a sacred place.

Religious Truth Truths found in holy books and religious belief systems. Believed to be revealed 

by God.

Stewardship Taking responsibility for the conservation of the natural environment; 

religious duty.

Theological Truth Same as religious truth – see above Vaishnatives Those who worship Vishnu, who they see as the Hindu Supreme Lord.

Historical Truth Truths about the past. Based on evidence, documents and archelogy. Vishnu Part of Trimurti; sustainer role, maintaining life and the universe ( in 

Hinduism).

Legal Truth A truth as a result of a court case that investigates the evidence presented. Vrindavan City in North India, which is sacred to Vaishnatives, said to have been the 

place Krishna loved when growing up.

Conscience That ‘ inner voice’ that tells us right from wrong. The Big Freeze As the universe expands, it gets colder and colder too cold for any life form 

to exist.

Big Bang A scientific theory on the creation of the world. The Big Crunch The expansion of the universe slows to a stop. Then it contracts back into 

singularity read for another Big Bang. 

Biogenesis Life can only come from things that are living. The Big Rip The universe gets faster and faster until everything in it rips apart. 

Abiogenesis The idea that life can come from non-living things. Messiah The King assigned by God who will lead the people during the end times in 

Judaism.

Creationism The belief that the universe and living organisms originate from specific acts of 

divine creation, as in the biblical account, than by natural processes such as 

evolution. 

Eschatology The Christian belief in the end times/ the end of the world. 

Evolution Changes and adaptation in species and populations over time (through 

generations).

Brahma The creator God in Hinduism.

Theistic Evolution The belief that God directs evolution. Trimurti The three main aspects of God within Hinduism

Morality The ability to decide right from wrong. Vishnu The preserver and protector God in Hinduism.

Spirituality The search for meaning and purpose in life. Shiva The destroyer God in Hinduism. 

Moksha The Hindu belief that people can become free from the cycle of rebirth and be at 

one with God.

Rebirth Cycle of death and rebith. 
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Music Knowledge Organiser: Y8 LA HT5 – SAMBA

Instruments:

Comes from Brazil:

Rhythms:

Used for Carnivals:

Ensemble 
- a musical group
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Music Knowledge Organiser: Y8 HA HT5 – SAMBA

Samba is a musical genre 
and dance style with its 
roots in Africa via the 

West African slave trade 
and African religious 

traditions. Samba is an 
expression of Brazilian 
cultural expression and 
is a symbol of carnival. 
Samba schools formed 
and compete bringing 

people together. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary:
Compose – to make
Contrast – different 
Select - to choose 
Recognise – know what 
something is.
Respond – to answer
Explore – to find out
Repeat - do it again
Demonstrate - show it
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Max Heart Rate – 220 - age

Borg Scale – Rate of Perceived 

Exertion (RPE) – value x 10 to find out 

heart rate.

Physical Components of Fitness (FAMMSB) Skill components of Fitness (ABCPR)

Method of Training Component of Fitness

Continuous Training Aerobic Endurance 

Fartlek Aerobic Endurance 

Interval Training Aerobic Endurance/Speed

Circuit Training Aerobic Endurance/Muscular Strength/Muscular Endurance 

Hollow Sprints Speed

Accelerative Sprints Speed

SAQ Speed/Agility

Plyometrics Power/Muscular Strength

Resistance Training Power/Muscular Strength/Muscular Endurance 

Free Weights Power/Muscular Strength/Muscular Endurance 

Static Stretching Flexibility 

Dynamic Stretching Flexibility

Proprioceptive Neuromuscular Facilitation (PNF) Flexibility 
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